
CALJE, praised for their modernistic Latin jazz concepts and 
innovative voice, this group has made headway in the world of Jazz 
and are considered rising stars. “...a Latin Jazz masterpiece” Neil 
Tesser - Examiner. The music drives the listener through a pulsating 
kaleidoscope of sonic waves and driving Latin rhythms. Their sound 
is a fusion of jazz with Afro-Cuban Timba, Puerto Rican Bomba y 
Plena, & Hip-hop. CALJE is building on the foundation of pioneering 
artists such as Dizzy Gillespie & Chano Pozo, Chucho Valdes’ Irakere, 
& Tito Puente. They are the new generation, and they’re doing it 
their way.

Their debut album was well received by national media sources, 
South America and Europe, where their music is played on the 
radio. Their critically acclaimed album, “Blueprints” features 
Chicago’s best, and international luminaries such as Grammy Award-
winning trombonist Steve Turre and Paoli Mejias, from Puerto Rico. 
The compositions are primarily written by founders, pianist Darwin 
Noguera & trumpeter Victor Garcia, with other band members 
contributing their musical visions as well. 

Recently, the quintet did a string of concerts and master classes 
in the Midwest. They are educators who don’t hold back their 
knowledge and experiences with music, on and off the stage. As 
a big band, they’ve opened for legendary drummer Roy Haynes’ 
“Fountain of Youth Band.” They were also chosen as cultural 
ambassadors by the US Embassy to perform and give master clinics 
at the Nicaragua International Jazz Festival. CALJE continues to 
deliver captivating performances, energizing the crowd with the 
sounds of The Americas.

BIO
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

Chicago Jazz Festival

Nicaragua International Jazz Festival

University of Minnesota-Mankato

Rootabaga Jazz Festival

Dogwood Performing Arts Center

Matthews Opera House & Art Center 

(Spearfish, SD)

Hope College (Holland, MI)

Elon University

Jenison Center for the Performing Arts

Music Hall (Detroit, MI)

Indiana University (Indiana, PA)

“...new and highly creative 
music...” 

- Jazz Times Magazine

“...looks to write a new 
chapter and it’s elastic 
approach succeeds.”

- Downbeat Magazine

www.calje.org
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